Objectives:
To recognize alternatives to throwing away shoes To recognize excesses To recognize that old shoes can be turned into new products o What is done with excess materials? Having counted the number of shoes each student owns, the class will come up with a grand total. For every ten pairs of shoes, the students will cut out and color a paper shoe to visually represent these 10 shoes on our graph. (See Appendix A.) For example if your class has 360 total pairs of shoes, you should cut out and color 36 paper shoes. If you are doing this lesson as an all-school activity, you should place all paper shoes in a highly visible area such as a cafeteria. Once all shoes have been places, calculate how many pairs of shoes are owned by your school and place that number near your graph.
Session 2
Place students in small groups (3-4 students). Each group should have a Shoe Data Sheet (see Appendix B), pencil and calculator. Using the information you collected from your class, have each group fill in the number of shoes your classroom owns. If your school is not doing this as an all school activity, use your classroom total as an average for all classrooms. Students can also fill in the number of shoes students from your school own based on the school graph from the previous day or use your classroom total and multiply that by the number of classrooms in your school. Using 1.5 lbs as an average weight of a pair of shoes, estimate the number of pounds of shoes your classroom's students own and then the number of pounds of shoes your school's students own. Next, students determine how much space discarded shoes use. Using a large trash bag, have 10 volunteers remove their shoes and place them in the bag. Have another couple volunteers measure the length, width and height of the shoe filled garbage bag using a yardstick. Students should then use this information to calculate how many square inches or feet all of the shoes in your school take up. Remember that the measurement the students just got is for 10 pairs of shoes! Once the Shoe Data Sheet is filled out, compare calculations as a class to make sure everyone is accurate.
As an extension and to give a great visual representation to the students, measure the length, width and height of a hallway or classroom to determine how much of that space your school's shoes would take up! 
